Nature – what is it? What functions in our life does it have? 

· we can survive (oxygen, water…)

· we have resources (coal, oil…

· we can relax in the countryside, keep fit (do sports…)

· it’s a source of inspiration (for artists, for scientists – inventions inspired by animals etc.
· …..
Animals – 2 big groups – animals living in the wild and in captivity 

In captivity – to give us meat/other products; to be companions; to do sports (horse racing…), for experiments; to help in other ways – guide dogs, rescue dogs; …..

In the wild – some of them are endangered/are dying out – why? – their habitats are disappearing (why? – we are cutting down rainforests (why?)), we hunt them for fur, ivory…, global warming

Plants – similar structure as you use for animals; we plant them/grow them or they grow in the wild; rainforests; herbs 
Weather  - vocabulary – temperature: below/above zero, freezing, mild, scorching, boiling; wind- breeze, strong wind…; rain – drizzle, shower, heavy rain, it’s pouring, torrential rain, lightning, thunder, thunderstorm; hail, mist, fog, changeable, settled weather, 

Natural disasters – flood, draught, earthquake, tsunami, avalanche, tornado…

Environmental problems – global warming (greenhouse effect – how does it work? what are the theories? – is it happening or not…), pollution of air/soil/water, hole in the ozone layer, animals dying out; local problems…

We are running out or resource - possible solutions – nuclear power plants (pros and cons), alternative sources of energy

How to behave ecologically – transport (sharing cars…), reducing waste, reusing things, recycling…what else can you do? 
